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Vaccines and summer travel: What families 

need to know 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/children-travel-vaccines-summer-vacation/2021/03/25/33ede304-87ff-11eb-8a8b-
5cf82c3dffe4_story.html 

By Andrea Sachs 
March 25, 2021 at 2:45 p.m. EDT 

 

Memorial Day weekend traditionally marks the start of summer vacation nationwide. This year, vacation 
travel will be more individual, and a new date might determine the kickoff of many Americans’ summer 
trips: their vaccination day. At press time, nearly 15 percent of the U.S. population has been fully 
inoculated against the coronavirus, and as the number climbs, more people will be able to shift from 
dreaming of getting away to actually doing it. New opportunities are rising alongside the vaccination 
figures: Several countries and cruise ships are welcoming back visitors with proof of vaccination. 
Multigenerational travel is also returning, as more grandparents receive the kiss of the needle. Of course, 
every trip comes with a public service message. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention still 
discourages nonessential travel — for now. Sean O’Leary, vice chair of the committee on infectious 
diseases for the American Academy of Pediatrics, said, “It’s an evolving situation. By summer, the CDC 
may loosen its guidance.” In addition, the vaccine is not kryptonite against the virus. Vaccinated 
individuals can still potentially contract and transmit the disease. Children, who are not yet eligible for the 
shots, are at a lower risk than adults and adolescents of contracting and transmitting the coronavirus, but 
it’s still possible. With summer on the horizon, here is what you need to know about travel and 
vaccinations. 
 

Q: What are some safe summer vacation ideas for a family that is not fully vaccinated? 
A: Kawsar Rasmy Talaat, a vaccine expert in the department of international health at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, said the vaccine has reduced the anxiety but not the threat of 
transmitting or contracting the virus. Therefore, travelers should make prudent decisions when planning 
a summer vacation. “Until we are protected, we must continue to be careful and wear masks,” she said. “I 
wouldn’t recommend a big beach house right now.” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/andrea-sachs/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/


To be sure, it’s not as fun as scouting for an ocean-view property or kid-friendly beach, but it’s important 
to research the percent test positivity (it should be in the low single digits), spread of variants and safety 
mandates (or lack thereof) in your destination. “What are the risks of where you are going?” O’Leary 
asked. 
Maldonado said the advice from last summer still holds, with the exception of liberated older travelers. 
“What we said last year is still true,” she said. Families need to maintain their social pods — whether the 
members are related or close friends — and choose outside activities over indoor attractions and roomy 
environments over crowded settings. “Outdoor vacations are the best — camping, hiking,” she said. 
If you plan to fly, sandwich the unvaccinated travelers between the vaccinated ones. Medical experts 
recommend holding off on the family cruise at this time. “Ninety-five percent effective is really good, but 
put 4,000 people together on a ship and that’s 5 percent of 4,000 people,” Maldonado said, calculating 
the efficiency rate of the vaccine among the number of cruisers. (The total is 200.) 
In terms of timing, Talaat suggests waiting until after spring break, in the event that cases surge in your 
vacation spot. “It’ll be interesting to see if there was an uptick and relaxing of the guard,” she said. You 
won’t have to refrain from booking for too long: Spring break ends in early April. 
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June 4, 2021 

Dear LOCS Families- 

Entering the final week of the school year, we have so much to appreciate. 

• The passion and will of our students and staff members to reach this point. 
• The adaptability of parents and families to the changing environment. 
• The potential of our learning in the classroom and out of it, showing resilience, pride and passion 

when facing the unusual. 
• And success overcoming the unimaginable. 

To get to this point of celebration – for those moving on from our district early next week and those 
spring-boarding into a new year at the end of next week – has required a team effort. 

That’s where all Dragons have shined, showing we are a community. 

In a school year that spanned 15 months and not just the usual 10, COVID-19 has enabled us to look at 
ourselves and our surroundings within the district and find ways to improve. 

As an administration, we continue to plan for a more traditional return next fall. The learning landscape 
will reflect the positive changes we made this year with instruction and communication and reflect the 
positive strides that our community has made with COVID-19. We are looking forward to the mask 
mandate for our state being lifted on July 1. 

We have learned from these challenges to make Lake Orion Community Schools even stronger, 
incorporating written and unwritten lessons that have emerged during these challenging times. 

We thank you for all you’ve done to support your students, support our schools and push us forward. 

We’ll share some final send-off messages next week, but for now, please know you have our gratitude. 

Thank you, 

LOCS Administration 

  

 

 



Get Vaccinated 
All Oakland County residents aged 12 and older are now eligible to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
Oakland County now offers Save Your Spot Community Clinics. Set an appointment 
online or simply walk-in to receive a vaccine. There are no barriers to getting the 
vaccine and more places than ever to find a shot, including local pharmacies and health 
care providers. 
Do you need help scheduling an appointment in another language? Call 800-848-5533. 
Arabic: 800-848-5533  ل تحتاج إ مساعدة لغرض تحدد موعد لغة أخرى؟ اتصل الرقم 
Spanish: ¿Necesita ayuda para concertar una cita en otro idioma? Llame al 800-848-
5533 

Chinese: 需要用另外一种语言帮您安排预约吗?拨打800-848-5533 

Scheduling an Appointment 
Save Your Spot Community Clinics 
If your vaccine requires two doses, you will book both appointments at the same 
time.Just Need Your Second Dose? 
 
Oakland Hope Food Pantry & Thrift Store 
20 E. Walton Blvd. Pontiac, MI 48340 

Friday, June 4th 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Francis Scott Key Elementary School 
23400 Jerome St. Oak Park, MI 48237 

Saturday, June 5th 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available.Get Directions 

Lighthouse 
46156 Woodward Ave, Pontiac, MI 48342 

Monday, June 7th, 9:00am - 3:00pm (18+) 
Monday, June 14th, 9:00am - 3:00pm (18+) 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Color Ink Studio 
20919 John R. Rd. Hazel Park, MI 48030 

Tuesday, June 8th 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available.  

https://oaklandcountyvaccine.com/appointments/#second-dose
https://www.google.com/maps/place/23400+Jerome+St,+Oak+Park,+MI+48237/@42.4622759,-83.1773747,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824c9289ba3099b:0x95e7c79c5d7d689b!8m2!3d42.462272!4d-83.175186


Groveland Fire Department 
14645 Dixie Highway Holly, MI 48422 

Tuesday, June 15th 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Springfield Fire Station #2 
10280 Rattalee Lake Rd. Davisburg, MI 48350 

Thursday, June 17th 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Gary Burnstein Community Health Clinic 
45580 Woodward Ave, Pontiac, MI 

June 17th 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

West Bloomfield Fire Station 
4601 Orchard Lake Rd., West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

June 19th - Johnson & Johnson (18+) 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Clubhouse at the Villages of Wixom 
30900 Tamarack St. Wixom, MI 48393 

Tuesday, June 22 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Stone Ridge Apartments 
30951 Stone Ridge Dr., Wixom, MI 48393 

June 24th 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 

Lyon Township Fire Station 
56665 10 Mile Rd, South Lyon, MI 48178 

Friday, June 25 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Walk-up vaccinations available. 



Contact 

Nurse on Call 

 

 

Nurse on Call offers information about health and related resources. Calls are answered by Public Health 
Nurses. 

noc@oakgov.com 
800-848-5533 
 
Monday - Friday        8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Saturday         9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Sunday         Closed 

 

Help Hotline 

The Help Hotline offers non-medical information, resources, and local community assistance referrals. 

hotline@oakgov.com 
248-858-1000 
Monday – Friday        8:30 am – 5:00 pm 

Saturday and Sunday        Closed 
 
 

Supporting Lake Orion Community Schools as your Oakland County School Nurse Liaison’s through the 

2000/2021 school year has been a great honor and privilege. Thank you for providing us with the opportunity 

to serve Lake Orion Community Schools in this role. Our goal was always to come along side you, support, 

educate and mitigate during the pandemic. As nurses, we anticipated the rollercoaster of changes this 

community would have to overcome to have a successful school year. What we could never have anticipated 

was the support, dedication and Love this community shared. While the school nurse program is ending, we 

leave behind a stronger, healthier, more capable school community. It is our sincere hope that the value of 

having school nurses was felt over the past year. It is impossible to put into words how much we have enjoyed 

working with all of you. Thank you for your support, your thoughtfulness, and your generosity - it will not be 

forgotten. We have gained an immeasurable amount of growth though our experiences here. Most 

notably, you have taught us that working with LOCS students is such an amazing privilege. We leave 

knowing that come what may, the Lake Orion Dragon school community will take it in stride. 

We wish you all a safe and healthy summer!       

Love,           

 Nurse Sue and Nurse Laura      

mailto:noc@oakgov.com
tel:8008485533
mailto:hotline@oakgov.com
tel:2488581000
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