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COVID 19 Vaccine 

  



Answering Your Questions  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html  

Questions about Vaccine Safety and the Speed of Vaccine Development  

The federal government, under the umbrella of Operation Warp Speed, has been working since the start of the pandemic to make a 

COVID-19 vaccine available as soon as possible. This accelerated timeline is unprecedented and has raised concerns for some people 

that safety may be sacrificed in favor of speed. However, as with all vaccines, safety is a top priority.  

 How do we really know if COVID-19 vaccines are safe? 

• The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) carefully reviews all safety data from clinical trials and an authorizes emergency vaccine 

use only when the expected benefits outweigh potential risks.  

• The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) reviews all safety data before recommending any COVID-19 vaccine 

for use. Learn how ACIP makes vaccine recommendations.  

• FDA and CDC will continue to monitor the safety of COVID-19 vaccines, to make sure even very rare side effects are identified.  

COVID-19 vaccines were tested in large clinical trials to make sure they meet safety standards. Many people were recruited to 

participate in these trials to see how the vaccines offers protection to people of different ages, races, and ethnicities, as well as those 

with different medical conditions.  

 

Questions about Whether It Is Better to Get Natural Immunity Rather than Immunity from Vaccines  

 

Because some people with COVID-19 can have very mild symptoms, some may see natural infection as preferable to receiving a new 

vaccine. Others may be concerned that getting a COVID-19 vaccine could make a later illness worse.  

Is the vaccine that helpful? 

 I heard getting COVID-19 gives you better and longer immunity than the protection a vaccine can give. Can it actually make my 

illness worse if I do end up getting COVID-19?  

• Don’t forget the potential serious risk that COVID-19 infection poses to you and your loved ones if they get the illness or spread 

it to others. There is a possibility of long-term health issues after recovery from COVID-19 disease.  

• Scientists are still learning more about the virus that causes COVID-19. And it is not known whether getting COVID19 disease will 

protect everyone against getting it again, or, if it does, how long that protection might last.  

 

“Both this disease and the vaccine are new. We don’t know how long protection lasts for those who get infected or those who are 

vaccinated. What we do know is that COVID-19 has caused very serious illness and death for a lot of people. If you get COVID-19, 

you also risk giving it to loved ones who may get very sick. Getting a COVID-19 vaccine is a safer choice.”  

 

Questions about Known Side Effects  

 

Some COVID-19 vaccines may be more reactogenic than vaccines that people are familiar with. Information about specific side 

effects of the COVID-19 vaccine will be available when it is approved.  

 How much will the shot hurt? Can it cause you to get very sick?  

• A fever is a potential side effect and you may need to seek medical care.  

• Symptoms typically go away on their own within a week. You should seek medical care if your symptoms don’t go away.  

• The vaccine cannot give someone COVID-19.  

• Side effects are a sign that the immune system is working.  

“Most people do not have serious problems after being vaccinated. We will understand more about mild side effects of the COVID19 

vaccine before we start to use it. However, your arm may be sore, red, or warm to the touch. These symptoms usually go away on 
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their own within a week. Some people report getting a headache or fever when getting a vaccine. These side effects are a sign that 

your immune system is doing exactly what it is supposed to do. It is working and building up protection to disease.” question circle 

solid icon  

 

Questions about Unknown, Serious, Long-term Side Effects 

 

Due to the relative speed with which these vaccines were developed, concerns about long-term side effects are reasonable and to be 

expected.  

How do we know that these vaccines are safe when they are so new? Couldn’t they cause problems that we don’t know 

about yet? What about long-term problems?  

• The FDA and CDC are continuing to monitor safety, to make sure even long-term side effects are identified.  

• COVID-19 vaccines will be continuously monitored for safety after authorization, and ACIP will take action to address any safety 

problems detected.  

  

COVID-19 vaccines are being tested in large clinical trials to assess their safety. However, it does take time, and more people getting 

vaccinated before we learn about very rare or long-term side effects. That is why safety monitoring will continue. CDC has an 

independent group of experts that reviews all the safety data as it comes in and provides regular safety updates. If a safety issue is 

detected, immediate action will take place to determine if the issue is related to the COVID-19 vaccine and determine the best 

course of action.  

 

How Many Doses Are Needed and Why?  

 

All but one of the COVID-19 vaccines currently in phase 3 clinical trials use two shots. The same vaccine brand must be used for both 

shots.  

How many shots am I going to need?  

 Two shots are generally needed to provide the best protection against COVID-19 and that the shots are given several weeks 

apart. The first shot primes the immune system, helping it recognize the virus, and the second shot strengthens the immune 

response.  

Nearly all COVID-19 vaccines being studied in the United States require two shots. The first shot starts building protection, but 

everyone has to come back a few weeks later for the second one to get the most protection the vaccine can offer. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

Oakland County Health Department Nurse On Call:                M-F  8a-6p; Saturday 9a-12p 

1-800-848-5533 

OCHD/Beaumont’s Safe for School Hotline:   M-F  5a-8a 

                                          1-248-551-4242 

TESTING 

Testing allows our Health Division to monitor the virus in our community and keep us safe and open.  Testing 

is available at no cost for all residents age 18 and older with or without symptoms. Children 4-17 years old.  

Child must have symptoms of COVID 19 and be a resident of or attend school in Oakland County 

. Appointments only  SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE  

Monday through Friday  

 Call 1-800-848-5533 to make an appointment.  

 


