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Educational Philosophy
In conjunction with the family, the Lake Orion Early Childhood Program commits itself to providing enriching experiences for each child in an atmosphere conducive to the child’s maximum development of his or her potential. We strive to meet each child’s social, emotional, intellectual, physical, communicative and creative needs by providing a balanced variety of experiences. The program follows the fundamental premise that children are active learners who learn best from activities they plan and carry out themselves, a predictable daily routine and are evaluated through a variety of methods.  The program serves diverse group of children and uses the researched based High Scope Curriculum.  
Program Goals and Objectives:
· To provide a safe and inviting learning environment
· To communicate openly with parents and children
· To recruit, hire and train qualified professionals
· To provide developmentally appropriate experiences for Children

Program Administration
Curriculum: High Scope
Child Assessment: High Scope Child Observation Record
Child Screening: Ages and Stages Questionnaire 
Program Evaluation: Program Quality Assessment

Clear Guidelines for Teachers
The High Scope Preschool Curriculum includes defined teaching practices that enable adults to create effective early childhood programs. These practices are discussed in detail in High Scope training and publications. Three topics are particularly important for teachers who want to strengthen their programs  —  adult-child interaction,  classroom layout and materials, and the daily routine.
Adult-Child Interaction
Adult-child interaction is the process of working alongside children and communicating with them both verbally and nonverbally to encourage learning. A key strategy for adult-child interaction is sharing control with children. Additional strategies include supporting children's play, using encouragement instead of praise, and taking a problem-solving approach to conflict.
The Classroom
High Scope settings are divided into interest areas stocked with a stimulating range of materials designed for specific types of play, for example, house area, art area, block area, small toy area, computer area, reading and writing area. Materials are arranged in consistent places and the shelves are tagged with child-friendly labels so that children can get out and put away materials themselves. The classroom's organization also helps children understand how the world is organized, and concepts like more, less, same, different, large, small, in, out, in front of, etc.
The Daily Routine
In High Scope programs there is a consistent framework for the day that provides a balanced variety of experiences and learning opportunities. Children engage in both individual and social play, participate in small- and large-group activities, assist with cleanup, socialize during meals, develop self-care skills, and exercise their small and large muscles. The most important segment of the daily routine is the plan-do-review sequence, in which children make choices about what they will do, carry out their ideas, and reflect upon their activities with adults and other children.
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