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LAKE ORION’S MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCEPT  

Middle school can be very challenging for a student, both from an aca-

School Concept that focuses on making a big school seem small is so 
beneficial to the development of the district’s adolescent students in 
sixth through eighth grades.  

The cornerstone of our Middle School Concept is its unique team ap-
proach.  A group of 4-5 educators in the core subject areas of math, 
science, social studies and English work closely together during the 

-curricular 

also offer a number of extracurricular classes in world language, music 
and the fine arts. 

of many middle schools that more closely mimic junior high buildings 
where a group of teachers may be responsible for 600 or more stu-

-based 

may be struggling academically or socially.   

“Lake Orion’s Middle School Concept doesn’t allow kids to fall 
through the cracks,” said Oakview Middle School Principal 
Sarah Manzo. “There’s at least one adult, usually more, that 
really gets to know every student and advocate for their 
needs.” 

Scripps Middle School Principal Dan Haas concurred adding, 
“When teachers work so close with a group of students every 

 

lum support period for math and reading, staffed by teachers.  
 

“This curriculum support period is another unique part of our 
schools that has proven to be very helpful to students who risk 
falling behind academically,” said Waldon Middle School Prin-
cipal Randy Groya.   

 

Principal Manzo noted that parents occasionally approach him 
and explain how they struggled in middle school.  They all 

hard to help their children avoid the same fate. 

The Middle 
School Con-
cept also 
benefits stu-
dents who 
excel in the 
classroom, 
Manzo said.  
Teachers 
work togeth-
er to adjust 
the curricu-
lum as nec-

Middle school students are separated by grade during much of the day. 
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year. 

Given the age and maturity differences of sixth and eighth graders, all 
three middle school buildings are designed to separate the students 
within reason.  When Oakview opened in 2002, it was designed to not 
only keep the grades apart, but also place the teams of teachers and 
students together.  Scripps and Waldon underwent extensive renova-

 

“We recognize there’s a big difference in sixth graders talking about car-
toons and some eighth graders looking for their first jobs,” Principal Man-
zo said.  “In a true middle school like ours, there aren’t a lot of opportu-

 

team’s teachers and their students play an important role in 
helping kids learn from their mistakes and not repeat them.   

“If a student makes a poor decision or starts to stray, we’re 
structured in such a way that they do not get lost,” Principal 

see a student make a mistake here than in high school.” 

To Principal Haas’ knowledge, there are no other middle 

schools in the county that offer a middle school program 
quite like Lake Orion’s and he appreciates the district’s com-
mitment. 

cial experiences as they prepare to thrive in high school.” 

Randy Groya, Sarah Manzo and Dan Haas. 

 

All three middle school offer world language classes. 

Technology is integrated into many classes.
 


