
 
 
 
Earn college credits while you're in high school. 

There are several ways that high school students can earn college credit while in high school at no 

cost to the student/parent. The tuition is free, paid by the secondary school district, or off-set by the 

post-secondary institution. The Baker College tuition rates are annually reviewed by the Presidents’ 

Executive Team. 

What is Articulation? 

 

Articulation is a process whereby students can earn college credit for demonstrating skills and 

competencies developed in high school or in adult education settings. Students who participate in 

the Baker College articulation program save hundreds of tuition dollars and may lessen the time 

required to complete their college education. 

Dual Enrollment 

High school students participate in dual enrollment by attending at least one high school course and 

simultaneously attending a degree-granting postsecondary institution. Courses which students are 

eligible for must not be offered at the high school and must lead toward a degree, certification, 

and/or trade licensing. 

When the high school student is on the college campus, they will attend college-level classes taught 

by Baker College faculty and attended by Baker College students. The high school student will be 

responsible for providing his/her own transportation to and from class, and will be held to the same 

academic rigor and expectations as that of his/her classmates.  
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Enhanced Dual Enrollment is a formalized dual enrollment system that requires a written agreement 

between the high school and college partners. Students participating in Enhanced Dual Enrollment 

are eligible to take more college credits than traditional dual enrolled students, and are identified by 

the high school as early as eighth grade so that a plan of study can be formed. 

A student may not take more than 10 courses as dual enrollment unless their high school enters into 

an enhanced dual enrollment agreement, which would allow for 12 courses. The course limit 

breakdown depends on what year a student begins dual enrollment courses and is as follows: 

 Freshman/Grade 9 = no more than 2 courses per year for freshman, sophomore, and junior 

years; max 4 courses in senior year. 

 Sophomore/Grade 10 = max 2 courses sophomore year; 4 courses per year for junior year 

and senior years. 

 Junior/Grade 11 or Senior/Grade 12 = max 6 courses per year. 

 
 

Direct Credit 

Direct credit courses are college courses offered at the high school, technical center, or site other 

than at the college campus. These courses can be taught by a highly qualified high school instructor 

who meets the credential requirements for Baker College, or by a Baker College adjunct instructor 

provided by the college. The determination of which partner will provide the instructor and textbooks, 

along with whether the high school partner is a private or public institution, influences the cost of 

tuition paid by the school. 

Direct Credit courses may count for high school credit and/or college credit, or both depending upon 

the partnership agreement. In agreeing to run a course as Direct Credit, the high school is agreeing 

to deliver the Baker College Curriculum for that course.  

Concurrent Credit 

Concurrent enrollment is defined as college credit-bearing courses that are taught on the high school 

campus by high school instructors who meet the college or universities adjunct requirements. 
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Concurrent enrollment courses are true college courses that are taught in a high school setting by a 

high school instructor who meets college adjunct requirements. Students are officially registered in 

the college class at the beginning of the semester and earn a real grade based on their academic 

performance in the course. 

Programs built on the NACEP concurrent enrollment model help to strengthen collaborations 

between secondary and postsecondary institutions. In addition, these collaborations help to provide 

a seamless transition between high school and college. This model promotes discipline specific on-

going professional development between secondary and postsecondary partners. 

NACEP works to ensure that college courses taught by high school teachers are as rigorous as 

courses offered on the sponsoring college campus. As the sole accrediting body for concurrent 

enrollment partnerships, NACEP helps these programs adhere to the highest standards so students 

experience a seamless transition to college and teachers benefit from meaningful, ongoing 

professional development” (NACEP, 2013). 

NACEP utilizes measurable standards and criteria that address quality in concurrent enrollment 

programs. The standards promote the implementation of policies and practices to ensure that: 

 Concurrent enrollment courses offered in the high school are the same as the courses 

offered on-campus at the sponsoring college or university; 

 Students enrolled in concurrent enrollment courses are held to the same standards of 

achievement as students in on-campus courses; 

 Instructors teaching college or university courses through the concurrent enrollment program 

meet the academic requirements for faculty and instructors teaching in the sponsoring post-

secondary institution. 

 NACEP defines concurrent enrollment as college-credit bearing courses taught to high 

school students by college-approved high school teachers. It is a low-cost, scalable model 

for bringing accelerated courses to students in urban, suburban, and rural high schools. 

Students gain exposure to the academic challenges of college while in their supportive high 

school environment, earning transcripted college credit at the time they successfully pass the 

course.  

 



 

Early/Middle College 

Early/Middle College is a five-year high school program that is founded on a formalized agreement 

between the participating high school and partnering college. The program is offered through the 

public school system and provides the opportunity for students to earn their high school diploma plus 

substantial college credit at no cost to the student/parent. 

By following a specific program of study, students will complete a number of direct credit and/or dual 

enrollment courses and be considered a high school student for an extra year (or a fifth year). Upon 

completion of their fifth year, students will graduate high school with either an associate degree, the 

Michigan Early/Middle College Association (MEMCA) Technical Certification, or up to 60 transferable 

college credits. 
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