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At Home Learning Resources – Middle School Grade 8 

Below are suggested (not required) activities for students to work on throughout the week for 

the classes they are enrolled in.  

Feel free to email your teachers if you would like feedback on your work. 

Week of: April 6 -10 

 

Content Area Activities 

ELA 
 

Activity 1: Nonfiction Podcast 
Listen to a podcast and take notes.  They can be sketch notes or your own version of 
nonfiction notes.  Listen for the themes, central ideas, and social issues developed 
through the podcast.  Try Radio Lab If you like science, Forever Ago if you like history, 
or Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls if you like biographies.  If you’re looking for 
feedback on your notes, email your ELA teacher. 
 
Activity 2: Read a Nonfiction Article 
Read a NewsELA article and answer the questions.  If you do not have a NewsELA 

account you will need to make one (free) be sure to select “No” when it asks if you 

want to join a class. 

Article recommendations: Feathered Friends, Chicago Aquariums, Virtual Tour of 

Museums 

Activity 3: Read a Choice Book 

Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes. 

Math 
 

** we suggest using Chrome as the browser 
 
HS Algebra  
Topic: Simplifying exponents 
 
ACTIVITY 1:   Khan Academy (15-45 minutes depending on number of videos and 
practice opportunities)  
 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-algebra/pre-algebra-exponents-
radicals/pre-algebra-exponent-properties/v/exponent-properties-involving-products 
 

• 13-minute video for multiplying exponent expressions 

• 1 practice opportunity to practice what you have reviewed 

• Additional videos and practice offered for exponent properties with 
parentheses and exponent properties with quotients 

 
ACTIVITY 2:  Games to practice exponent rules (less than 5 minutes each) 

 
- https://www.math-play.com/exponent-game.html 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab
https://www.brainson.org/pages/foreverago
https://www.rebelgirls.com/pages/podcast
https://newsela.com/read/selfless-parrots/id/2001004279/
https://newsela.com/read/chicago-aquarium-walks-penguins/id/2001006874/
https://newsela.com/read/museums-virtual-tours/id/2001006968/
https://newsela.com/read/museums-virtual-tours/id/2001006968/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-algebra/pre-algebra-exponents-radicals/pre-algebra-exponent-properties/v/exponent-properties-involving-products
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-algebra/pre-algebra-exponents-radicals/pre-algebra-exponent-properties/v/exponent-properties-involving-products
https://www.math-play.com/exponent-game.html
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- https://www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-Jeopardy.html 
HYPERLINK "https://www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-
Jeopardy.html￼"- https://www.quia.com/rr/180013.html 

 
ACTIVITY 3: Exponent Rules and Practice (30 minutes)   
  
https://www.mcckc.edu/tutoring/docs/bt/exp_rad_log/Exponent_Rules_&_Practice.
pdf 
 
 
Math 8 
Topic: Combining Like Terms 
  
ACTIVITY 1:  Khan Academy (15-30 minutes depending on number of videos and 
practice opportunities) 
 
 https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:foundation-
algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:combine-like-terms/v/combining-like-terms 
  

• 4-minute video on combining like terms 

• 3 additional videos if more examples are needed 

• 3 practice opportunities to try out what you have reviewed. 
 

ACTIVITY 2:  Jeopardy Game to Practice Combining Like Terms (15 minutes) 
 
 https://jeopardylabs.com/play/combining-like-terms2 

 
ACTIVITY 3:  Combining Like Terms Practice (30 minutes) - Write question on paper 
and solve. Answers are provided at the end of the document. 
 https://cdn.kutasoftware.com/Worksheets/Alg1/Combining%20Like%20Terms.pdf 

 

Science 
 

 Changes in the Environment  

Activity 1: Take a nature walk  

Go walk outside and observe the world around you. Look for big observations and the 

smallest of details in the environment like what some plants and trees look like, what 

animals do you see and hear, what are the weather conditions. Find your “data 

collection spot” that you can use to observe changes in the environment in the 

coming weeks. Visit your spot 2-3 times per week making and recording observations.  

Activity 2: Set up your phenology chart  

Here are a couple of examples. (pictures/diagrams may be helpful too).  Example 1, 

Example 2 

Activity 3: Become a “Citizen Scientist”  

https://www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-Jeopardy.htmlHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-Jeopardy.html￼%22
https://www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-Jeopardy.htmlHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.math-play.com/Exponents-Jeopardy/Exponents-Jeopardy.html￼%22
https://www.quia.com/rr/180013.html
https://www.mcckc.edu/tutoring/docs/bt/exp_rad_log/Exponent_Rules_&_Practice.pdf
https://www.mcckc.edu/tutoring/docs/bt/exp_rad_log/Exponent_Rules_&_Practice.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:foundation-algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:combine-like-terms/v/combining-like-terms
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:foundation-algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:combine-like-terms/v/combining-like-terms
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:foundation-algebra/x2f8bb11595b61c86:combine-like-terms/v/combining-like-terms
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/combining-like-terms2
https://cdn.kutasoftware.com/Worksheets/Alg1/Combining%20Like%20Terms.pdf
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/EUEJNFr2Zm5FjwCz7tMKfy0BouRy6zP8CTYdStlNNnprFA?e=vowZqQ
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/EandQBkuqWJHlo-LqhaoukIBMrmVBo2qYoZ6_t4OMPtwtw?e=tPhhmj
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Read the following article. PDF link to article   After reading, what can you try?  

(record in your journal) 

Social Studies 
 

Topic: Westward Expansion 
1. Discussion board (15-30 minutes) 

a. Students should go to their books, notes, maps, or Teach TCI to 
review how each territory was acquired.  (Page 291 has a fantastic 
summary). 

b. Teach TCI login: (if you need help, email your teacher) 
i. Username: first initial and last name followed by 24 ex: 

bwinn24 
ii. Password:  five digit number and lo ex: 12345lo 

c. After review, please go to: https://yoteachapp.com/ 
i. On the left hand side of the screen, under “Search Room”, 

please type in LOCS Westward Expansion.  Then press GO. 
ii. When it asks for a name, please use your name. 
Iii. Students will need to respond to the question below:  

Question: What was the least justifiable acquisition of land during 
Westward Expansion?  

2. Oregon Trail Diary Entry (30-45 minutes) 
a. Please go to the following link to play the Oregon Trail: 

https://classicreload.com/oregon-trail.html 
b. When finished please write a diary entry from the perspective of a 

pioneer.  Use the game to inspire your writing!  This point of view 
should include your successes and failures along the trail.    

c. You can write this diary entry on paper or type it out in Microsoft 
Word. 

3. Current Event (20-30 minutes)  
a. Pick a topic or news story of something that interests you.  Then fill 

out the current event sheet.  You may print it out replicate it on a 
blank sheet of paper. 

b. You may use any credible news outlet. Examples are MSNBC, Fox 
News, CNN, PBS, NPR,C-Span, BBC etc.  

c. Current Event Sheet         Current Event Sheet With Sentence Starters 

Cadet Band 
 

1. (20-30 min.) Practice! 
Essential Technique Book #78- Watch a video of Ms. Jeris and Mr. Otto 
demonstrating #78 here: https://youtu.be/nsfeQzFPDMg 

➢ Use the Seesaw app to send in a recording to your teacher for feedback if 
desired. (See the email from your band director on how to get started with 
Seesaw if it’s new to you) 
 

2. (25-60 min.) Create an instrument!   
Use household objects (ask an adult first, and no, your regular band instrument 
doesn’t count!) to create an instrument that can play multiple pitches. Try to play 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb” or “Ode to Joy” with it!  Think about rubber bands, straws, 
water in glasses, etc.  There are lots of ideas for homemade instruments on Pinterest 
and youtube (start at https://redtri.com/homemade-instruments/slide/10 and 
https://www.pinterest.com/maestroclassics/homemade-musical-instruments/)  

https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/EdyqB7UGgEFHubma0SB8ePkB_q_rn3eMeYjGEExCu1_qzw?e=p5AQEJ
https://yoteachapp.com/
https://classicreload.com/oregon-trail.html
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/benjamin_winn_lok12_org/EVwpxK_cjCJCkfVci2-QB80BrpotHBENpYriNbRkjAoiow?e=IsazuO
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/benjamin_winn_lok12_org/EclMkGDUxqNEthIoMYQknb0BE99w5d3IQGxSSUgd8bYaHQ?e=XcgDAT
https://youtu.be/nsfeQzFPDMg
https://redtri.com/homemade-instruments/slide/10
https://www.pinterest.com/maestroclassics/homemade-musical-instruments/
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 Watch an example video from Ms. Kline: https://youtu.be/wIRMJcMOThA 

➢ When finished, if you’d like your director to see your creation, upload 
your homemade instrument performing “Mary Had a Little Lamb” 
or “Ode to Joy” to Seesaw (see an email from your band director on 
how to get started uploading to Seesaw if it’s new to you.) In your 
video, explain how your instrument produces sound. 

  

3. Maintain your instrument! 
View the videos which apply to you regarding how to care for your instrument and 
mouthpiece. 
  

Woodwinds Brass 

Flute: https://youtu.be/j2X7BEds0UU Trumpet: https://youtu.be/5AyPIfb13hQ 

Oboe: https://youtu.be/yJzd1GdzAgw (French) Horn: 
https://youtu.be/OO7xYjav-y4 

Bassoon: 
https://youtu.be/XRwS4OE2wY0 

Trombone: 
https://youtu.be/v478qVPINxY 

Clarinet: https://youtu.be/GPBR_s6rpmc Euphonium/Tuba: 
https://youtu.be/BKJiLes3Y90 

Saxophone: 
https://youtu.be/m63Ros1PVnU 

Br. mouthpiece: 
https://youtu.be/7haTc8lHSMc 

WW. mouthpiece: 
https://youtu.be/4J9P2rwlj2U 

Percussion: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ga8
1ZFP8rnE 

 

Chorale 1. Warm up using the "warm up" track on your school choir web page 
2. Review and record an existing song from your school choir web page, and 

send it to your choir teacher via One Drive (ryan.dawley@lok12.org, 
todd.gordon@lok12.org, christina.welling@lok12.org) 

3. Rehearse a song from the "new music" list on your school choir web page 

Creative Art Greetings, Art Lovers. This week, we'll be taking a creative trip to the kitchen to 
practice our drawing and shading skills, as well as introducing you to a new artist 
named Spacegoose who might just spark your imagination! 
Go to https://padlet.com/melissa_kempski/1j0l9a6g5mtz to start your adventure! We 

would love it if you uploaded your creation to share with others! 

Forensics Option 1:  Find a story (a picture book at your home or a short story online) to act out 
and perform for your family. 
 
Option 2:  Perform your class storytelling piece for your family. 

WEB Activity 1: Do WEB Wednesday at your house!   
Leaders pay attention to their surroundings and notice what is needed by the 
community.  Where could you improve and support your community this week?  Do a 
chore around your house without being asked. 

Media 
Productions 
 

Activity 1: plan and carry out a COVID 19 interview segment of your household.  
Download and use this as a template, Accommodated Template 
If no device, conduct a paper interview segment (ask and record questions on paper) 

https://youtu.be/wIRMJcMOThA
https://youtu.be/j2X7BEds0UU
https://youtu.be/5AyPIfb13hQ
https://youtu.be/yJzd1GdzAgw
https://youtu.be/OO7xYjav-y4
https://youtu.be/XRwS4OE2wY0
https://youtu.be/v478qVPINxY
https://youtu.be/GPBR_s6rpmc
https://youtu.be/BKJiLes3Y90
https://youtu.be/m63Ros1PVnU
https://youtu.be/7haTc8lHSMc
https://youtu.be/4J9P2rwlj2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ga81ZFP8rnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ga81ZFP8rnE
mailto:ryan.dawley@lok12.org
mailto:todd.gordon@lok12.org
mailto:christina.welling@lok12.org
https://padlet.com/melissa_kempski/1j0l9a6g5mtz
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/EZGDY9A-RI9Aj_h2cUyfCQwBg5o_vdHRMxhYaiCBEUIEPA?e=VBCHES
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/EeBs59JfvLxGkuJOVy1dnQoBdOQnBg5d4RiqaIfjoWJ9Fg?e=0rQxP3
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If able, edit (apple users have iMovie), upload to Office 365 and share with your 
teacher. 
If completing on paper, save it to Office 365 and share with your teacher. 
If COVID 19 is not a topic you wish to do, brainstorm and complete a segment of your 
choice. 
 
Activity 2: watch another school’s news show and critique it.  For each segment, give 
one thing you liked (that would be good to incorporate into your news segment) and 
one improvement.   Download this and use as a template. Upload your critique (in 
word) to office 365 and share with your teacher. 
Oakview's YouTube News link 
Waldon’s YouTube News link 
Mr. Cox’s Email – Scott.Cox@lok12.org 
Mrs. Fuller’s Email – Jillyan.Fuller@lok12.org  
Mrs. Miller’s Email – Gail.Miller@lok12.org 

Publications Activity 1: 
Find a yearbook from someone else in your house.  Compare that yearbook with ours.  
What are some differences?  Similarities?  Is there anything we could look to 
incorporate into our yearbook next year? 

Physical 
Education 
 

Choose one of these activities to complete each day 

Activity 1:  

Click the link and choose a workout to complete from days 1-5. 

https://www.darebee.com/pdf/programs/60-days-of-cardio.pdf 

Record your finishing time! 

Activity 2:  

30 minutes of continuous movement – your choice! 

Record your heart rate before, during (15-minute mark), and after 

(Examples: Walking, jogging, biking, skateboarding & rollerblading) 

Technology 
& Computer 
Science for 
the 
Empowered 
Learner 

Activity 1:  Keyboarding 

Maintain and improve your keyboarding skills.   

Go to  https://www.typing.com/ (15 - 30 minutes daily) 

Options – keyboarding lessons and/or keyboarding practice activities 

 

Activity 2: Data Trends in Excel 

Create your daily schedule of activities using MS Excel (10-15 minutes daily) 

Resource - https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/excel/formatting-cells/1/  

Feel free to share for teacher feedback through Office 365. 

 

Activity 3: Digital Citizenship 

Take a closer look at your citizenship skills and try the challenge! 

Go to https://www.nsteens.org/Quizzes/NSTeensChallenge (20 minutes) 

World 
Language 

Spanish 1  
Topic: Greetings and Introductions Review 
  
All tasks and directions can be found on this document . 
  

https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/scott_cox_lok12_org/Ebw1lmnyxFVIuB3GNb0fGYwBPKDAh3zNwV577gEqwdOyPQ?e=g4M5mx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WU0bz9Qrjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiA6usk33fg&feature=youtu.be
mailto:Scott.Cox@lok12.org
mailto:Jillyan.Fuller@lok12.org
mailto:Gail.Miller@lok12.org
https://www.darebee.com/pdf/programs/60-days-of-cardio.pdf
https://www.typing.com/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/excel/formatting-cells/1/
https://www.nsteens.org/Quizzes/NSTeensChallenge
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Activity 1: Interpretive Reading: Read article and infographics about greetings and 
answer questions (15-20 minutes)   
Activity 2: Interpersonal Writing: Add questions and responses to your class Padlet (5-
7 minutes)  
Activity 3: Presentational Writing: Create your own comic strip (15-20 minutes)  
  
Spanish 2  
Topic: Places Around Town Review 
  
All tasks and directions can be found on this document . 
  
Activity 1: Interpretive Reading: Read infographic about the coast of Spain and answer 
questions (15-20 minutes)  
Activity 2: Interpersonal Writing: Comment and ask questions in Spanish on the 
Padlet about different places around town. (10-15 minutes) 
Activity 3: Presentational Writing: Create your ideal town (35-40 minutes)  
  
German 1 
Topic: Unit 1/Greetings and Introductions Review 

All tasks and directions can be found on this document  . 
Activity 1: Interpretive Listening: Watch a music video and respond to questions (5-10 
minutes) 
Activity 2: Interpersonal Writing: Respond in German to prompts from your teacher (5 
minutes) 
Activity 3: Presentational Writing: Write a short paragraph in German summarizing 
unit 1 content (5-10 minutes) 
German 2  
Topic: Unit 1/Reisen Review 

All tasks and directions can be found on this document  . 
Activity 1: Interpretive Listening: Watch an advertisement and respond to questions 
(10 minutes) 
Activity 2: Interpersonal Writing: Respond in German to prompts from your teacher (5 
minutes) 
Activity 3: Presentational Writing: Write a short paragraph in German describing your 
"Traumreise"/dream vacation (10 minutes) 

Read Aloud: A Text to Speech Voice Reader: 

Chrome: https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-

spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp?hl=en 

 

FireFox: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/read-aloud/ 

 

Don’t forget there are lots of additional resources for students on the Home Learning Resources for 
LOCS Students Padlet: 

https://padlet.com/loteachingandlearning/j1jg1u0i2qv3 
 

 

https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/carolyn_adler_lok12_org/EXkUJopu1GlOj67qbexX1DIBsNvJvPND8VMljuiB8hw08Q?e=deT9qV
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4CryygKB90WBzJ0eRVhQn9Eu3OIJ1SVBlryA1do-IJxUN0RHRDNSOE81U0xSRERXODNPUFNTNkM0NC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4CryygKB90WBzJ0eRVhQn9Eu3OIJ1SVBlryA1do-IJxUMFBCNjdMRVJFSFJTODJDTU03N0dMMlNNMC4u
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp?hl=en
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/read-aloud/
https://padlet.com/loteachingandlearning/j1jg1u0i2qv3

