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Home Learning Plan - Elementary 
 

Grade Level: Fifth Grade 

Week of: May 18 

 

Content Area Activities 

Reading  Focus: Author’s Perspective 
 
Activity 1: Read for 30-45 minutes each day 
Activity 2 and 3: Consider the debatable topic: should people boycott zoos? 
Close read Animal Enrichment Article and Are Zoos Bad News? Article. Take 
time to annotate and mark up the text. Consider taking notes on a t-chart to 
compare both sides of the argument.  

Title: Animal Enrichment Article 

Boycott Zoos Keep Zoos 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Title: Are Zoos Bad News? 

Boycott Zoos Keep Zoos 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Choose one article from above and consider the author’s point of view. Here 
are some questions to guide your thinking: 

• What side of the debate does the author favor? Use evidence from the 
text to support your thinking. 

• Are there experts referenced in the text? If so, how does their job 
affect their view on the topic? For example, a dairy farmer is in favor of 
chocolate milk being sold in schools.  

 
Bonus Activity: Answer the comprehension questions at the end of the “Are 
Zoos Bad News?” article. The answer key is included in the link.  

Word Study Focus: Homophones  
Activity 1: Homophones To, Two, and Too 

• Watch this To, Two, and Too Video  (3 minutes)  

• Then, complete the "Grammar Cop" worksheet. 
Activity 2: Book hunt. 

• Find sentences in the book you are currently reading that include to, 
too, and two.  

• Record the sentences you find and the page number in a three-column 
chart.  

https://www.stlzoo.org/animals/enrichmenttraining/animalenrichment
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kathryn_doig_lok12_org/EXPBmFQaoZ5Mj5-yqnPZUoABAfIsGbb_gNAwWhJBgE3cPg?e=6q8vEu
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/usage-and-style/frequently-confused-words/v/to-two-too
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kathryn_doig_lok12_org/EVsjo6L7GEJCjOzx_sJMc_0BiGkkRWWHH7QMEWBBGxhNpQ?e=U192z5
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• Now, write your own sentences using to, too, and two correctly. Sort 
them into the appropriate column. 

 

Preposition 
(toward 

something)     

Number Adverb (excessive 
amount or also) 

"Sam was headed 
to Pizza Hut 
(p.9)." 

"Cameron ordered 
two pizzas (p.55)."   

"Jathan ate too much 
pizza and felt awful 
(p.16)."   

  "Mary wants pizza too 
(p.12)!" 

Activity 3: Continue Homophone Exploration.  

• Choose five homophone pairs from the list below.  

• Look up the definition for each word and use it to help you draw a 
picture that represents its meaning.  

• Challenge yourself to write a sentence with one homophone pair, 
where you use both words correctly! Ex. I had to wait for my sister to 
be done with the hand weight before I could exercise.  

wait weight ate eight vane vein 

reign rain brake break pare pear 

stake steak wade weighed bear bare 

weigh way sleigh slay    
 

Writing Focus: Parts of Speech 
Activity 1: Watch this Verb Video 
Write a short letter to a family member or your teacher about what you did 
over the weekend. Underline or highlight every verb that you use.  
 
Activity 2: Watch this Adverb Video 
After watching the video, revise your letter by adding in adverbs.  
For example: 
I walked a trail on Bald Mountain yesterday. 
I quickly walked a trail on Bald Mountain yesterday.  
 
Activity 3: Stamina Writing – Set a timer for 10 minutes and write a small 
moment story that has happened to you recently. Remember what you 
focused on the last couple of weeks (dialogue and descriptive setting) and push 
yourself to energize your verbs.  
For example: 
Instead of: I ran down the hallway 
Try: I sprinted down the hallway or I frantically sprinted down the hallway. 

• Use what you learned about homophones to double check any 
sentence where to, too, and two can be found. If you did not use some 
of the homophones, revise your writing to include them.  

 
Bonus Activity: Choose four homophone pairs from Word Study Activity 3 and 
practice writing them in cursive! Need a reminder on how to form your letters 
in cursive? Click here. 
 

Math Focus: Whole number and decimal division practice  
Activity 1: Review the steps for dividing decimals by watching this Khan 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/parts-of-speech-the-verb/introduction-to-verbs/v/introduction-to-verbs-the-parts-of-speech-grammar
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/parts-of-speech-the-modifier/introduction-to-adverbs/v/intro-to-adverbs
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sarah_weingartz_lok12_org/EWcuYzoZ-BhEj8adQDM1zYMBf3ap_49I_peDP4-1IXYQZw?e=GmoWHV
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/arith-decimals/arith-review-dividing-decimals/v/dividing-decimals-completely
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Academy Video (6:43). Practice with these problems below. 

33.8÷2.6=? 

  
  
  

1.36÷1.7=? 

1.15÷0.23=? 

  
  
  

4.087÷0.61=? 

613.8÷6.6=? 

  
  
  

2.332÷2.2=? 

 
Activity 2: Practice whole number and decimal division in a fun way with up to 
three players while you play Jeopardy. Click here to begin playing.  
 
Activity 3: Practice close reading word problems. For more directions on this 
task, click here. 
 

Science Family Science Plan 

This week in science, you will be a geologist, looking at the rocks around you. 

They come in many different colors and shapes. They are in many different 

places. How does this happen? 

Start with these questions: Is a brick a rock? What are you thinking? 

• Olivia thinks a brick is a rock. Chase does not. Who do you agree with? 

Have a debate about why. 

In Activity 1, you will go on a rock hunt with your family. Your job is to find at 

least three different rocks. Can everyone in your family find rocks that are 

different from yours? For detailed directions on Activity 1, click here. 

In Activity 2, you will find evidence to tell the story of your rocks. What does 

the color tell you? What does the shape tell you? What do the patterns on or in 

the rock tell you?  For detailed directions on Activity 2, click here. 

In Activity 3, you will create a rock garden with your rocks. You might even 

want to make some interpretive signs sharing what you have learned about 

your rocks. For detailed directions on Activity 3, click here. 

Social Studies Focus: Understanding United States History (how tensions grew between the 
colonies and Great Britain) 
 
Activity 1: Use the Four 4 C’s Thinking Routine to organize your notes (on a 
separate sheet of paper) or annotations (if using Kami app) as you read the 
Paired Passages, “Some Laws are Intolerable,” and “A Very Messy Party.” 
Social Studies Articles 
-The Four C’s:  

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/arith-decimals/arith-review-dividing-decimals/v/dividing-decimals-completely
https://www.playfactile.com/k9yhbaoiq4
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sarah_weingartz_lok12_org/EQh0wECS0PRAhkAPCMt25AMBXiCS1KBdIggpML9kRYf97g?e=pperad
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pamela_moreman_lok12_org/ERNxjiShpeNKkOosNW3z2PQB4sNSDbE22Mrz0WzRbKrxQg?e=oAKRf8
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sarah_weingartz_lok12_org/EY3lOJ-38i1LmskgAI-Iz2IB1DQXZqq9mDs6h64GGcWUaA?e=eGpmUK
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pamela_moreman_lok12_org/EUNQcPJ-xLhOlGGllIJQIzcBgGaCcXnmoCBaY0GGrNWnGg?e=R61Wt1
https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sarah_weingartz_lok12_org/EQ_x3sMxWEtDggPfVjlX4nwB_GCTeld6juO5oxYXK5FrgA?e=dsGSJc
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Activity 2: Choose 3 of the 6 questions that follow the articles. Use “Close 
Reading” (Reread the articles again) with the lens of finding evidence to answer 
the 3 chosen questions.  
Activity 3: Use your American Revolution knowledge to play Tic-Tac-Dough or 
American Revolution Jeopardy 

Art Activity 1: Explore the free app PIXEL STUDIO to create your own pixelated 
landscape.  Focus on space and overlapping layers. 
Activity 2: Use any tools you have at home to draw a place that you LOVE!  For 
example: home, school or favorite vacation spot!  Focus on using vertical and 
horizontal lines but no diagonal or curves! 

Media Poet, Show It! 

Poet Phillip Van Wagoner would like to invite Lake Orion elementary students 

to share their poetry! Phillip Van Wagoner has created a new YouTube show 

titled Poet, Show It. The first episodes will be dedicated to celebrating poetry 

from Lake Orion students.  Watch this video to hear more about this exciting 

opportunity! 

Activity 1: Write a poem! Poetry can truly be about anything! (Thoughts, 

feelings, emotions, pets, vacations, favorite things)  

Activity 2: Want a chance to have your poem featured on Poet, Show It? With 

an adult, submit your original poem for Phillip Van Wagoner to read. Submit 

poem HERE.  

Activity 3: Curious about where to get ideas for poems, or how to collect your 

ideas? Phillip Van Wagoner created a video about The Most Important Book for 

Any Poet. Ever. After watching the video, start your own notebook to collect 

your ideas! Remember, notebooks don’t have to be fancy. Paper and a few 

staples will do the trick. 

 

Keyboarding - Practice your typing skills. Visit typing.com or nitrotype.com and 

https://mrnussbaum.com/tic-tac-dough-american-revolution-edition
https://mrnussbaum.com/not-boring-jeopardy-american-revolution-edition
https://safeyoutube.net/w/yviE
https://phillipvanwagoner.com/poem-submission/
https://safeyoutube.net/w/2ciE
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work for 20-30 minutes on any lessons. Both websites allow you to practice 

your skills as a guest or you can create a free account. 

 

Music Activity 1: Think about something that makes one of your family members or 

pets special. Use that detail to create a short theme song for them. Take your 

idea and sing it to them!   

   

 Activity 2: Download the HumOn app and create a melody to accompany your 

song.  

   

 **HumOn is free and only needs to be downloaded on to a phone or tablet. It 

is available for both iOS and Android. http://hum-on.com/ 

Physical Education The Catapult: Two balls (rolled up socks), two towels (trash bags) and four 
cones (something for markers to make a layout) 
 
Set Up: With your parent’s permission, set up an outline with the cones. The 
towels and sock balls start on same side.  
 
Activity: Students will work on catching and hand eye coordination skills. 
Students must use both hands to hold the sides of the towel. On the “Go” 
signal, students will try to make it down and back to their starting spot. 
Students are to catapult the ball off their towel into the air and try to catch it 
while moving forward. In order to move up, students must have a successful 
catch. If students are unsuccessful then they must start over. If you make it to 
the check point (other set of cones), then you will restart from the check point 
if you drop it. The object is to make it back to the starting point.  
 
Sock Drop Punt Challenge: Pair of rolled up socks, laundry basket or bucket 
 
Activity: Students will try to punt the socks into the laundry basket. Place the 
laundry basket at five feet to start. If a student makes it into the basket move 
the basket back to ten feet. 
 
Have fun with this activity and challenge yourself to see how far you can punt 
from. Another challenge you can try is to decrease the size of the laundry 
basket to something smaller.  
 
King of Cones: Six cones (plastic bottles), two nerf balls (sock balls) 
 
Set Up: Place the cones about ten feet apart and you must stand behind the 
cones when you roll.  
 
Activity: Set your cones (bottles) up on your side. Each person gets one ball to 
roll. The students are trying to knock down the other player’s cones (bottles) 
with their ball. If the student knocks down the cone, they must go get the cone 
and set it up on their side. If a player misses the cone (bottle), they must go get 
their ball and return to their side. The first player that gets all the cones 
(bottles) wins.  
 

http://hum-on.com/
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Start with rolling the ball and then you can try throwing underhand and 
overhand. Have fun.  

 
Don’t forget there are lots of additional resources for students on the Home 

Learning Resources for LOCS Students Padlet:  https://padlet.com/loteachingandlearning/j1jg1u0i2qv3 
 

 

https://padlet.com/loteachingandlearning/j1jg1u0i2qv3

