
 
 

Dragon Virtual Elective Classes-8th Grade 
 

Educational Technology and Online Learning 8 (required) 
 
Students use electronic media and software to apply academic concepts as they create meaningful organizers, 
projects, and presentations.  Students locate, retrieve, and evaluate data to construct and analyze databases.  They 
produce presentations on Internet safety, online predators, and cyberbullying.  Students become effective 
communicators and collaborators as they plan, evaluate, and synthesize research emphasizing current issues in the 
field of technology. 
 
Health and Physical Education 8  
 
This course will provide students practice in game strategy, sport skills and performance. Students will discover the 
diversity of sports, nutrition, and peer pressure, while learning how to make effective decisions. 
 
Art 8  
 
In Art 8, students consider the preservation and protection of art. They then explore how international, national, and 
local art influences ideas, actions, cultures, and environments. Using this information, students build their own ideas 
of the role art plays in their lives. 
 

 
Journalism (yearlong) 
 
Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Journalism provides us with the answers to these questions for the events that affect 
our lives.  In this course, the student will learn how to gather information, organize ideas, format stories for different 
forms of news media, and edit stories for publication.  The course will also examine the historical development of 
journalism and the role of journalism in society. 
 
Middle Spanish 1 (yearlong) 
Middle Spanish 2 (yearlong) – Spanish 1 is a prerequisite to this course.  
 
This course introduces students to Spanish language and culture. Student guides share information on topics such as 
family and friends, home, food, clothing, and neighborhoods. Culture is presented throughout the courses to help 
students make connections between their culture and the culture of people in the Spanish-speaking world. 
Opportunities for students to communicate with native speakers throughout these courses provide a real-world 
context. 
 
Exploring Music 1 
 
Designed for students in grades 6–8, this course teaches fundamental musicianship skills approached from a 
Western-Classical style, while aligning to National Core Arts Standards. The course challenges the student to improve 
listening, notation, analysis, performance, and improvisation skills. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, 
the course provides a unique and advanced learning experience for the student. 
 
Exploring Music 2 
 
Designed for students in grades 6–8, this course reviews and expands fundamental musicianship skills approached 
from a Western-Classical style, while aligning to the National Core Arts Standards. The student will review and 
expand basic skills and concepts of rhythm and notation that were introduced in Exploring Music I. The student will 
use classic repertoire to analyze compositional style and improve listening, notation, analysis, performance, and 
improvisation skills. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, the course provides a unique and advanced 
learning experience. Exploring Music I is a prerequisite for this course. 

 
 
 


