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Dear Parents/Guardians, Partners in Education,  

Happy Spring!        Let’s hope we have all of winter’s snow and ice be-

hind us. It was a rough winter with a significant number of snow days. 

Teachers have been working hard to adjust their curriculum as neces-

sary due to the number of school closing days.   

After spring break, our students enter into the period of state testing. 

You will see several tips and bits of information in this newsletter in 

addition to the communication from your principal.   Please also check 

out the LOCS website, https://www.lakeorionschools.org 

for various summer opportunities for students.  

Have a safe and fun spring break!  

 

 

 

https://www.lakeorionschools.org/
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“What are you figuring out?” Vs. “What did you learn today?” 

Science Talk in the Elementary Classroom and At Home 

The New Face of Science Education 

How is This Different from Other Science Instruction? 

Talking About Science At Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12_Science_Performance_Expectations_v5_496901_7.pdf
https://ngss.nsta.org/disciplinarycoreideastop.aspx
https://ngss.nsta.org/crosscuttingconceptsfull.aspx
https://ngss.nsta.org/practicesfull.aspx
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My Child Took the WIDA, Now What?   

 

Acquiring English as a Second Language:  

What’s Normal? 

 

 

 

 

Reading to Your Kids in Your Home Language 

Helps Them Become Better Readers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jennifer.howe@lok12.org
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/whats-normal-whats-not-acquiring-english-second-language
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/whats-normal-whats-not-acquiring-english-second-language
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/whats-normal-whats-not-acquiring-english-second-language
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-readers
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-readers
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-readers
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Help Your Student Prepare 
for State Testing (SAT, PSAT, 

MME, M-STEP) 
Following Spring Break, schools will begin the process of 
state testing.  Although this can be a high-stress time for 
students, there are some ways that you can help your stu-
dent prepare. 

 Make sure your student gets enough sleep the night be-
fore.  This should be followed with a healthy breakfast 
the morning of testing. 

 Your student should come prepared with several sharp-
ened pencils, an eraser, a calculator, and a form of pho-
to identification (High School students only). 

 Remind your student to read the questions and ALL 
options carefully.  

 Pay close attention to “EXCEPT” questions. 

 If you come across an unfamiliar word, pay atten-
tion to the context clues. 

SAT-Specific Tips 
1. General Information for the SAT -- It is composed of 5 

sections – Reading, Writing and Language, Math – No 
Calculator, Math – Calculator, and Essay. 

2. Encourage your student to log into Khan Academy 
(www.khanacademy.org) and practice prior to the test. 
Students can link their Khan Academy account with 
their College Board results, which will then allow Khan 
Academy to tailor practice and instruction to their indi-
vidual needs. 

3. If you don’t know an answer, then guess. You are NOT 
penalized for an incorrect answer. If you are starting to 
run out of time, make sure that you still bubble in an 
answer for every question. 

4. When you get to the writing portion of the test, take a 
few minutes to plan before you begin writing. Then, 
leave a few minutes at the end to read through your 
essay. 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=www.khanacademy.org&form=PRUSEN&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=6ebf9eb9ea6c41cfb9a45572980e2232&sp=2&qs=LS&pq=www.khanacademy.org&sk=LS1&sc=8-19&cvid=6ebf9eb9ea6c41cfb9a45572980e2232


5 

Elementary and Middle Level  

Question 1: What is the problem asking? (re-read the problem for clarity) 

Question 2: What do you already know? 

Question 3: Where have you seen something like this before? 

Question 4: Can you brainstorm 5 different ways you could try to solve this problem? 

Question 5: Can you make a guess? How would you know if it was right? 
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SPRING

Before the Test 

 

 

 

 

On Test Day 

 

 

 

 

After the Test 

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/parent-tips-how-help-your-child-prepare-standardized-tests
http://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/April-2013/Advice-to-Help-Children-Prepare-for-Standardized-Tests/
https://www.thoughtco.com/essential-standardized-test-taking-tips-for-parents-3194598
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The Science of Mindfulness 

Discover more about the research and sci-

ence of mindfulness: 

Aware,

Wandering mind not a happy mind, 

 

Tedx Sunset Park
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What can parents do to help with homework or 

practice reading?   

Accessibility & Special Needs 

Homework & Database Help 

Learning Express Library.

Student Resources 
 

 

https://orionlibrary.org/accessibility-special-needs/
https://orionlibrary.org/teens/homework-database-help/
https://orionlibrary.org/youth/student-resources/
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Read by Grade Three Law 

may

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-28753_74161-490688--,00.html
https://www.lakeorionschools.org/departments/teaching-and-learning/parent-university
https://www.lakeorionschools.org/departments/teaching-and-learning/parent-university
mailto:kerri.anderson@lok12.org


10 

January

“What are you doing 

for others?”

“What are you doing for others?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmZslMQyWPo 

February

SAVE THE DATE: Culture Night                 

Diversity and Equity Coordinator 

MARCH 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmZslMQyWPo
mailto:michelle.cureton@lok12.org
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2019 Summer Skills Sharpener 

Lake Orion’s Elementary Skills Sharpener Program is designed to keep skills 
sharp over the summer to limit summer learning loss. Students will be engaged in 
a variety of fun activities as an extension of the curriculum from their recently 
completed grade.   

:

To maximize the educational benefits of the Summer Skills Sharpener,      
sessions will be offered in two week blocks  

(No single week registrations will be offered) 

Session 1st child 

 

Each additional 
child 

July 8—18 $200 $150 

July 22—Aug 1 $200 $150 

July 8—Aug 1 $375 $275 

Kinder Readiness: This course is designed for students who have completed one year of developmental kindergarten or 

preschool and would like to sharpen their skills. This course is  designed to help children prepare for Kindergarten. Children 
work on reading, writing, and math skills that will help them be successful in kindergarten.  

Skills Sharpener 1st—6th: This course is designed for students who have completed K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th 

grade. Vocabulary is built, comprehension of written material is expanded, and word attack skills are strengthened to enable 
students to use reading skills more fully and with more self-confidence. Students will be immersed in writing activities that 
will help build their writing toolbox to become more creative, convincing, and compelling, writers. Students will also work on 
strengthening their mathematic skills. Problem solving strategies are also emphasized.  

Registration forms can be downloaded at https://www.lakeorionschools.org/departments/teaching-and-learning/summer-
school-programs/elementary-school 

or  

contact Gretchen Hynes for an emailed copy 

Gretchen Hynes 248.391.3500 or gretchen.hynes@lok12.org 

https://www.lakeorionschools.org/departments/teaching-and-learning/summer-school-programs/elementary-school
https://www.lakeorionschools.org/departments/teaching-and-learning/summer-school-programs/elementary-school

