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D R A G O N  

C O U N T R Y  

Dear Parents/Guardians, Partners in Education,  

We have had a fast but great start to the 2018-2019 school year. 

The first term at each of the levels has included new initiatives and 

programs. The highlight thus far has been the implementation of 

the Phenomenal Science and our STEM Coaches at the elementary 

level along with science alignment and revision of science courses 

at the middle and high school level. I am very pleased and proud 

of how our science programming is progressing.  

Thank you to those that supported the school bond on November 

6. This was a critical decision that has great impact on all of the 

wonderful opportunities we offer our students. The approval of 

this bond allows us to ensure that the focus of our general fund 

dollars is used for students in the classroom. 

Please take a few minutes to read this quarter’s newsletter and 

learn about the things that are happening in the district along with 

a few tips and strategies to support your learners at home. 
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You may notice a few new faces in your child’s elementary school building and class-

room this year. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Coaches 

are a new addition to Lake Orion’s six elementary build-

ings. They are supporting teachers and students in 

grades three through five to implement Michigan’s new 

science standards along with the newly adopted Phe-

nomenal Science program. These dynamic new standards 

engage students in learning science through investigat-

ing and explaining the world around them.  

All third through fifth grade students have interacted 

with coaches, as science has gotten under way. Coaches 

have been in classrooms alongside students during sci-

ence lessons to help guide and support their learning. 

Our new STEM coaches are Pam Moremen, Amy Bohm and Andrea Brook. 

Level Updates: 

At the elementary level, science kits have arrived in buildings. Kindergarten through third grade stu-

dents are diving into their first science units. Fourth and fifth grades are working towards their sec-

ond units of the school year. Our Lake Orion STEM coaches are co-teaching with third, fourth and 

fifth grade teachers to help implement Phenomenal Science, our new science resource. 

At the middle level, teachers are taking a look at resources to adopt. Eleven teachers are on the pilot 

team. Currently, teachers are working through a second resource and will start a third resource after 

the first of the year. We are looking forward to adopting a science resource in the Fall of 2019! 

This school year, Lake Orion High School rolled our two new courses that were built around the new 

Michigan Science Standards. In addition to Physical Science (9th), Biology (10th) and Earth Science 

(11th) now complete the required course sequence for our high school students. Teachers worked 

over the summer to create and adapt curriculum to meet the new Performance Expectations of the 

Michigan Science Standards, which are based off of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). 

See the next 2 pages for more information on NGSS. 
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What is the Deal with the Michigan Standards?  

Why do we have to teach our kids multiple ways?  

Why does my child need to be able to “explain” how they got it? 

 

An important requirement in the Michigan State Standards is the need for students to discuss ideas and justify their 

thinking. There is a good reason for this: Justification and reasoning are two of the acts that lie at the heart of mathemat-

ics. They are, in many ways, the essence of what mathematics is. Scientists work to prove or disprove new theories by 

finding many cases that work or counter-examples that do not. Mathematicians, by contrast prove the validity of their 

propositions through justification and reasoning. 

Mathematicians are not the only people who need to engage in justification and reasoning. The young people who are 

successful in today’s workforce are those who can discuss and reason about productive mathematical pathways, and who 

can be wrong, but can trace back to errors and work to correct them.  

In our new technological world, employers do not need people who can calculate correctly or fast, they need people who 

can reason about approaches, estimate and verify results, produce and interpret different powerful representations, and 

connect with other people’s mathematical ideas. 

Another problem addressed here is the North American idea that those who are good at math are those who are fast. 

Speed is revered in math classes across the country and students as young as five years old are given timed tests—even 

though these have been shown to create math anxiety in young children. Parents use flash cards and other devices to 

promote speed, not knowing that they are probably damaging their children’s mathematical development. At the same 

time, mathematicians point out that speed in math is irrelevant. One of the world’s top mathematicians, Laurent 

Schwartz, reflected in his memoir that he was made to feel unintelligent in school because he was the slowest math 

thinker in his class. But, he points out that what is important in mathematics “is to deeply understand things and their 

relations to each other. This is where intelligence lies. The fact of being quick or slow isn't really relevant.” It is fortunate 

for Schwartz, and all of us, that he did not grow up in the speed- and test-driven classrooms of the last decade that have 

successfully dissuaded any child that thinks deeply or slowly from pursuing mathematics or even thinking of themselves 

as capable.   

This country does not need fast procedure executors anymore. We need people who are confident with mathematics, who 

can develop mathematical models and predictions, and who can justify, reason, communicate, and problem solve. We 

need a broad and diverse range of people who are powerful mathematical thinkers and who have not been held back by 

stereotypical thinking and teaching. Common Core mathematics, imperfect though it may be, can help us reach those 

goals. 

JO BOALER is a professor at Stanford University's Graduate School of Education and the CEO and cofounder of YouCubed, 

which provides math-education resources for students, parents, and teachers.  

http://joboaler.com/timed-tests-and-the-development-of-math-anxiety/
http://www.amazon.com/Einstein-Never-Used-Flashcards-Learn/dp/1594860688
http://www.amazon.com/A-Mathematician-Grappling-His-Century/dp/3764360526
https://www.theatlantic.com/author/jo-boaler/
http://www.youcubed.org/
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Lake Orion Community Schools Parent University has offered several events this fall on a variety of top-

ics. Events that have been held were Literacy Make and Take, Fact Fluency, Experience the New Science 

Standards, Vaping 101 and Technology and Your Child. Events have been well attended by parents. 

The following are the remainder Parent University dates for the 2018-19 school year. Look for flyers 

with more details and how to sign up to attend as the dates the get closer. 

Topic Grade Levels Date Location 

What science courses should my high school student take? 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Is my child on the right math track?   7:35-8:35 p.m. 

8-12 

                          

8-12 

January 15 LOHS KIVA 

Angst Movie (movie is about student stress and anxiety)  

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
4-12 January 22 LOHS Auditorium 

College prep (include SAT, anxiety associated with college 

prep, leaving home for college and career selection) 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 

9-12 February 5 LOHS KIVA 

PSAT for middle school students—6:30—7:30 p.m. 
6-8 February 27 

Scripps Middle 

School 

Coping Skills and Conflict Management for elementary stu-

dents—6:30 –7:30 p.m. 
K-5 March 

Orion Township 

Library 

Kindergarten Readiness (importance of fine motor skills/

gross motor skills and prepping for kindergarten)* 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 

DK-1 June 4 Webber 

* Events with a * will have childcare provided 

                              

                            PARENT 

            UNIVERSITY 
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This year, Lake Orion Community Schools is 

servicing 278 English Learners. Lake Orion 

High School and Learning Options High School 

have 60 English Learners, the middle schools 

have 32, and the elementary schools have 

186. Our English Learners speak 36 languages 

other than English. 44% of our English Learn-

ers speak Spanish, 6% speak Portuguese, 5% 

speak German, 5% speak Vietnamese, and 5% 

speak Hmong. 

Lake Orion Community Schools offers a variety 

of assistance to provide ELs with the support 

necessary to improve their English proficiency. 

Some options include programs listed below: 

 Individual and small group instruction that 

aims at developing fluency and literacy in 

English. 

 A structured research based program of 

teaching the English language through sci-

ence, math, social studies and language 

arts. 

 Use of students’ home language (through 

bilingual dictionaries or online translators) 

as needed to assist students in under-

standing and acquiring new concepts in 

subject areas like math, science and social 

studies. 

 Opportunities to be included in all district 

interventions, enrichment and accelerated 

programs.  

 A summer school program. 

 

Lake Orion Community Schools is committed 

to collaborating with the families of all learn-

ers. There are many ways parents and families 

of ELLs (English Language Learners) can sup-

port their children at home, even though they 

may have limited English themselves. Visit the 

article, “Empowering ELL Parents & Families at 

Home” found on the link below. It gives par-

ents valuable tips about homework help or 

ways to support ELLS with reading and vocab-

ulary expansion. The article is available in 

both English and Spanish. Click below: 

http:www.colorincolorado.org/article/

empowering-ell-parents-families-home 

Another suggestion from the article is that 

families take a “field trip” to their public li-

brary. Lake Orion’s own public library is a 

great resource for ELLs to visit  with a great 

selection for children through adults. The se-

lection of bilingual books can bring enjoyment 

to the whole family! Parents may even want to 

stop in themselves for the ELL Conversation 

Group that meets each Wednesday from 

10:30—11:30 a.m. It is an informal group for 

adults to practice their English language skills 

and meet other ELLs. 

More information about this or other ELL pro-

grams at the Orion Township Public Library 

can be found by calling 248-693-3001 or vis-

iting the library website here:               

https://orionlibrary.org/. 
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Tips and Tools for all Learners… 

To succeed, it often takes hard work and practice. 

Although this is a universal concept, it is particular-

ly relevant to the development of fine motor skills 

in children with special needs. While Occupational 

Therapists have training and expertise in the devel-

opment of fine motor skills and Special Education 

teachers often incorporate fine motor activities into 

their student's school day, extra attention and sup-

port from parents in the home environment is key 

for consistent improvement in their child's hand 

strength and coordination. Here is an activity you 

can do this holiday season to encourage your child's 

fine motor development while having lots of fami-

ly fun! 

  10 Keys to Success for a Child with ADHD:  

https://www.metroparent.com/daily/parenting/special-needs-resources/10-keys-to-success-for-children

-with-adhd/  

From Michelle Cureton,  LOCS Diversity and Equity Coordinator… 

On January 21, 2019, Lake Orion High School will host a                                                                         

Martin Luther King Community Celebration in the auditorium at 6:30 p.m. 

See the LOCS website for updates and more information on this event. 

Make holiday cut-out cookies:  

Let your child scoop, pour and measure dry in-

gredients. As you add in wet ingredients, allow 

them to mix it up. If mixing is difficult, have them 

wear small kitchen gloves to mix with their 

hands. Give them their own ball of dough and 

encourage them to roll it out using a rolling pin. 

Use various holiday cut-outs to create an assort-

ment of cookies. Finally, let them frost and deco-

rate their own cookies using their fingers to pinch 

and sprinkle colored sugar or other toppings.  

Make holiday play-dough:    

If you are not a baker, make home-made holiday 

play-dough instead! Find a recipe online, add   

peppermint extract for a wonderful peppermint 

scent, use your holiday cut-outs, rolling pin and 

other play-dough tools to have months of fun 

while developing those fine motor skills! 

file:///C:/Users/LOSchwartzmillerM/Documents/17-18 DISTRICT WIDE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS.docx
file:///C:/Users/LOSchwartzmillerM/Documents/17-18 DISTRICT WIDE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS.docx

