


•Understanding the change from MSTEP in grade 8 to 
PSAT 8/9

•What students can expect when taking PSAT 8/9

•Understanding the results

•Resources connected to the College Board



Grades 3-8, 11

Grade 11

Grade 10

Grade 8

Grade 9

Plan



NEW for 2019: The PSAT 8/9 replaces the M-STEP ELA and 
Mathematics assessment in grade 8 and will be included in 
Michigan's accountability system for 2019. Grade 8 students 
are also expected to take the M-STEP science and social 
studies which has been and will continue to be included in 
Michigan’s accountability system.



College Board Suite of Assessments

The PSAT 8/9 measures the skills and knowledge (at the level of content and 
skill appropriate for the eighth and ninth grades) that research shows are the 

most important for success in college and career





Assessment differences







Section 1 Reading 55 minutes 42 questions 
(4 single passages
1 pair of passages)

Section 2 Writing and Language 30 minutes 40 questions
(4 passages)

Section 3 Math – No Calculator 20 minutes 13 questions

Section 4 Math - Calculator 40 minutes 25 questions





Answer every question.  

There is no penalty for 

guessing.



What to expect on the Reading Test

• All questions are multiple choice.

• No mathematical computation required.

• Prior topic-specific knowledge is not tested.

• One passage from a classic or contemporary work of U.S. or world 
literature.

• One passage or a pair of passages from either a U.S. founding document or 
a text in the great global conversation they inspired. The U.S. Constitution 
or a speech by Nelson Mandela, for example.

• A selection about economics, psychology, sociology, or some other social 
science.

• Two science passages (or one passage and one passage pair) that examine 
foundational concepts and developments in Earth science, biology, 
chemistry, or physics.



What to expect on the Writing and Language Test

• All questions are multiple choice and based on passages.

• Some passages are paired with informational graphics such as charts, 
graphs, and tables.

• No mathematical computation is required.

• Prior topic-specific knowledge is not tested.

• This section puts students in the active role of an editor who is 
improving a written passage. Most questions ask students to decide 
which, if any, of the three alternatives to an underlined part of a 
passage most improves it.



What to expect on the Math Test

• Most are multiple choice, but some will be student-produced grid ins.

• Even though there is a calculator section, no question requires one.

• For the calculator section, students can use their own graphing 
calculator or scientific calculator. Students should be familiar with the 
calculator.

• No smartphones or tablets are permitted.



Students needing accommodations











The score students get on the PSAT 8/9 is the same score they would have 
gotten on the PSAT 10 or SAT if they had taken it on the same day.

If a student earns a score of 580 on the PSAT 8/9, this is the score a student would earn if they had taken the PSAT 10 or SAT on the same day; 
however since the total points possible are different, the score has a different meaning at the current grade level



















Student scores will be released to their 
College Board accounts in



https://studentscores.colle
geboard.org/viewscore





Resources

For general information about the PSAT 8/9, please visit:

psat.org/8-9

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/
psat-8-9-student-guide.pdf

www.collegeboard.org




