
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS BY PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

1. What is the attendance philosophy? 

We believe in the value of every student being in every class, every day.  Regular attendance is 

necessary if students are to receive full benefit from their educational experiences.  The benefits of 

class discussion, individual student participation, teacher lectures and other classroom activities 

cannot be made up by those who are absent.  A student’s academic standing may be affected by his 

or her absenteeism.  School attendance is the joint responsibility of the students, parents and 

school. 

 

2.   How do I call in my student’s absence, late arrival, or early dismissal for appointments? 

Under the new attendance procedure, parents no longer will have to call the Attendance Office to 

excuse their child for late arrival or absence.  You will receive an automated message regarding 

your child’s absence.  You still need to call the Attendance Office 248-693-5424 to excuse your 

child for early dismissal. 

 

3. What is the latest time of day that I can call to dismiss my student from school? 

Although emergency type dismissal calls can be made at any time, we require all other dismissal 

calls be made prior to 2:00 pm each day. 

 

4. How do I inform the school about an upcoming long-term absence for my student? 

While an individual daily absence does not need to be called in to the attendance office, long-term 

absences (3 or more days) should be arranged by filling out a long-term absence form, which can 

be found in the attendance office. 

 

5. How does my student sign-in when arriving to school late? 

Any student arriving to school after 7:30 am must check-in at the front door (main entrance) 

attendance desk. Students should have their valid school ID card for this purpose. 

 

6. Where is the Attendance Office and what is their function? 

The Attendance Office is located off of the main hallway that runs adjacent to the Main Office 

located near the B wing. The Attendance Office serves as a contact for students and parents for 

most any issue regarding a student’s attendance needs, medication, and parent-student 

communication. 

  

7.     If my student has an unexpected extended absence, can I request some of their homework? 

Yes.  The best way to acquire some of your student’s homework is to email their teachers or their 

guidance counselor.  If possible, they can compile the homework and send it to the Main Office.  

You can then pick up the work after school before 3:30 p.m. the day after you requested it.  You 

can obtain the email address of your students’ teacher on the high school web page, PowerSchool 

or by contacting either the main office, attendance office or counseling office. 

 

 

ACADEMICS 

 

8.   How do we assist our freshmen transitioning from middle school to the high school? 

LOHS strives to provide the appropriate attention and focus necessary for our students to achieve 

academic success throughout high school and beyond.  This transitional year from middle school 



to high school has great influence on a student’s high school behavior and academics.  During 

your student’s freshman year, LOHS staff will focus on creating positive relationships and open 

communication while delivering a quality education; addressing academic interventions when 

necessary. 

 

9. What if my student needs academic help? What is available? 

Lake Orion Schools publishes a list of adults in the community who offer tutoring services. Your 

student’s counselor can provide this list.  National Honor Society students also offer tutoring 

services. To obtain the list of NHS tutors, students should see their guidance counselor.  In 

addition, all teachers are available for support in their classrooms; students should see their teacher 

to make arrangements for a scheduled time.  

 

 

10.   What electives should I take? 

Take electives that are interesting to you; not just the ones that your friends are taking!  In 

addition, it is important for freshmen to take elective courses that apply to your chosen Career 

Pathway. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

11. When can I see my student’s teachers? 

Parent Teacher Conferences are offered four times a year, usually during the fifth week of each 

term. Parents are notified of dates and times on the high school website and through school 

messenger. Academic updates are also provided at conferences. If you would like to contact a 

teacher at other times throughout the year, you can find teachers’ email addresses on the school 

web page.  Another opportunity to see your student’s teacher is at Curriculum Night at the 

beginning of the school year.   

 

12.   What is PowerSchool?   

PowerSchool is software that provides an easy-to-use web-based platform that lets students and 

families’ access school information from home (grades, attendance information, etc.).  All parents 

should have an account to the PowerSchool “parent” portal rather than visiting their students 

account. 

 

13. Can my student use their cell phone during school hours?   

Students may use their cell phone during passing time and their lunch period.  Cell phones may not 

be used in the classroom, unless permission is granted from the classroom teacher.  Devices may 

not be used during assemblies, speakers, or emergency drills. 

 

 

CAREER FOCUSED EDUCATION (CFE) 

 

14. What is Career Focused Education (CFE)? 

Career Focused Education is part of our process in preparing our students to succeed in their post-

high school plans.   Throughout their career here at LOHS, students look at their interests and 

abilities and try to find a pathway of study that aligns with their future goals.  The students can 

then get involved in specific classes and programs to help develop their knowledge and skills 

related to their interests.  It is an exciting process for the students to become empowered by 

discovering all the career possibilities that exist and the knowledge of how to achieve their goals. 

 

 



15. What is the Career Focused Education Portfolio? 

The portfolios or CFE binder, as some of our students know it, is a collection of school 

assignments, awards, pictures, or anything else a student may want to use to demonstrate academic 

and employability skills required in their “Game Plan” manual.  The portfolio will be a collection 

of evidence of skills focused through a career pathway. In the classroom, teachers assign various 

assignments that allow a student to demonstrate proficiency with one of our 21st Century Skill 

areas.  The student receives the portfolio in their Freshman Career Foundations class where the 

teacher will explain the entire process in greater detail.  It is the student’s responsibility to maintain 

their portfolio. 

 

16. What is the Senior Interview? 

Seniors are required to perform a Senior Interview where they develop and practice interview skills 

and present themselves to an interview panel in a professional manner.  The prerequisite to 

performing the Senior Interview is the completion of their Career Focused Education Portfolio.  

Students are provided opportunities to receive assistance with their portfolios and the Senior 

Interview throughout their high school career, and specifically in the Personal Finance class their 

senior year.  The Senior Interview is a graduation requirement that all seniors must successfully 

complete. 

 

COUNSELING 

 

17. How does a student request to see their counselor? 

Slips for requesting to see a counselor are available in the Counseling Offices.  After the counselor 

gets the slip, they will send a pass to get the student from their class.  It is recommended that 

students go directly to the Counseling Office to fill out the slip; if their counselor is free at that 

time, they may be able to see their counselor immediately. 

 

18. How does a student get their schedule changed? 

If a student wants to change any course requests, he or she will need to contact their high school 

counselor by June 15th of each school year.  Schedule changes will not be permitted after this 

date unless it is for any of the following reasons:  incomplete schedules, a course already taken for 

credit, a student did not fulfill the course pre-requisites, graduation requirements (seniors), 

adjustments made for internships, co-op, and dual enrolled students, doctor excuse and/or 

misplacement in an incorrect course level.  

 

19. Where do I find more information regarding scheduling or school counseling information?          

Students can visit the LOHS counseling office at any time; the office is located in the B wing of 

the building. The direct phone number is (248) 693-5640.  The counseling department website can 

be found at www.lakeorionschools.org/high-school-home/counseling 

 

 

GENERAL PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES 

 

20. When is Freshmen Registration? 

Lake Orion Schools utilizes an online registration process called PowerSchool Enrollment.  You 

will receive login information via school messenger in August to complete your student’s 

registration. Freshman photo information and additional registration information will be 

distributed in August.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.lakeorionschools.org/high-school-home/counseling


21. What if my student needs medication during the school day? 

You must complete a medication authorization form with the Attendance Office to authorize the 

distribution of medication which requires a doctor’s signature.  Medication needs to be given to the 

Attendance Office and they will administer the medication as directed by the authorization form.  

Only medications on the form may be administered. 

 

22. Where can I find a school calendar? 

A school wide calendar can be found on the high school webpage under the “About LOHS” tab. 

Also, calendars are available in the main office throughout the school year. 

 

23. How can I find out if school is cancelled due to inclement weather? 

You will be notified of any school closing via school messenger.  You can also tune into your local 

radio and/or television station.  Please refrain from calling the school; it is important that the 

telephone lines be left open. 

 

24. What is the LOHS “Modified Block” Scheduling? 

A student on the “modified block schedule” will have a combination of skinny and block classes.  

A block class is approximately 90 minutes in length for 10 weeks.  A skinny class is approximately 

45 minutes in length for 20 weeks, the exception being late start Wednesdays.   

 

25. How does my student access the Student Handbook?  

They can access their student handbook by downloading the school app on their smart device.  

They can also access it on the Lake Orion High School website. 

 

26. Why does my student need to carry their Student ID with them every day at school? 

Student IDs are required to utilize some of the school’s essential services; for example, scanning in 

when late to class, checking out textbooks, library books, and paying for lunch. 

 

27. What if my student’s locker is “jammed” shut or is not working properly? 

If your student’s locker is “jammed”, they must come to the main office.  A staff member will be 

asked to assist in the opening of their locker.  If the locker continues to be an issue, we will notify 

our custodial staff to investigate further.   

 

28. Where do students get information regarding the Service Learning requirement? 

All information pertaining to Service Learning is handled by Mrs. Barnes in the Career Center 

located adjacent to the main office.  Information on Service Learning is on the high school website 

at www.lakeorionschools.org/high-school-home/career-center/service-hours and accessed through 

the X2VOL website at www.x2vol.com 

 

29. Where do students get work permits? 

Work permits are located in the main office or Career Center.  The forms are to be completed by 

the employer and student before it is validated in the Career Center. 

 

30. What is a Code Green and a Code Red? 

Emergency drills are completed throughout the school year as required by the State of Michigan.  

Code Red is a lockdown and students remain in their classrooms with the doors locked.  A Code 

Green is a whole school evacuation.  Details related to drills are posted in each room and 

thoroughly reviewed with all staff and students. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lakeorionschools.org/high-school-home/career-center/service-hours
http://www.x2vol.com/


31. How much passing time do students have between classes? 

       Students have 6 minutes between block classes and 5 minutes between skinny classes. 

 

32. What are Safe-Ed campus monitors? 

Campus monitors are in the building to monitor the halls throughout the school day and are at the 

front desk to check in visitors entering the building to ensure safety. The members of the Safe-Ed 

team wear bright yellow apparel. 

 

33. Can students drive to school? 

Seniors and juniors have parking privileges on the LOHS campus.  Licensed sophomores may 

obtain a parking pass for the “sophomore” lot located at the CERC building.   Freshmen are 

prohibited from driving to school.  Parking passes may be purchased throughout the school year in 

the main office.  *One day parking passes can be issued for extenuating circumstances. 

 

34. What is the library called at the high school? 

 The library is called the Learning Center (LC). 

 

35. How is lunch scheduled?  

There are four lunches during third hour; A, B, C, D.  Your student’s lunch period will be 

determined by their third hour instructor’s assigned lunch.  All lunches are closed campus.  There 

is no lunch on Wednesday’s, but there is usually pizza available to purchase after school.   

 

 

ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

36. What is Pay to Participate? 

High school athletes pay a one-time $335 athletic participation fee.  The fee covers all sports 

played by an individual student during one school year, with the exception of hockey and lacrosse 

which are self-funded.  Likewise, ski team members are not required to pay a participation fee as 

they must purchase a season ski pass at their own expense. 

 

Currently, there is a $745 maximum family fee.  Families with multiple athletes, at any level, may 

take advantage of this reduced rate.  This includes families with high school and middle school 

athletes.  In addition, families who qualify for the free or reduced lunch program also qualify for a 

reduction in the pay-to-participate fee.   

 

37. How do I find out when sports tryouts are? 

A list of LOHS sports and the head coaches’ contact information are available on the District 

website; select “Athletics” under the “Department” heading.  The Athletic Office is located in the 

lower level of the high school.  The Athletic Department is a good source for additional sports 

related information. 

 

38. Where do I find out more information regarding sports schedules, teams, etc.? 

Students can visit the LOHS Athletic Department at any time for this information; the office is 

located in the lower level of the high school near the fieldhouse. The direct number is 248-693-

5458. The athletic department website can be found at www.lakeorionschools.org/athletics. 

 

39. What is Final Forms?  

Parents need to register their student athletes on the Lake Orion High School Athletic page. Once      

on the Athletic page, click on the “Student-Athlete Registration” green button. It will take you to 

our new enrollment site called Final Forms.  You will be asked to enter your student’s e-mail 

address which will prompt an invitation to Final Forms.                                                   Revised 10/27/19 

http://www.lakeorionschools.org/athletics

