
 

Waldon FLASH!! 
February 28, 2020 
 
Happy Leap Year! 
 
NJHS Shelter Drive (Extended time due to Snow Days) 
NJHS will be collecting pet items for the Oakland Country Animal Shelter from March 2-6.  The 
shelter needs the following items: 
Dry dog and cat food 
Cat litter 
Towels, blankets 
Canned cat food 
Pet carriers 
Pet toys 
Leashes and collars 
Food dishes 
If you have something you would like to donate, please send it in with your son/daughter to be 
placed in the collection box in the main lobby.   We appreciate your support! 
 
Get Caught Reading at Waldon! 
Waldon’s March is Reading Month activities in the Media Center begin Monday morning, 
March 2nd. The Get Caught Reading events bring students and staff together to read a little 
extra this month and share great book titles.  Attached you will find information about the 
media center program, a link to a sign up for donations for incentives, and link to a sign up for 
volunteers to help in the Media Center during lunches.  I’d appreciate it if you would take a few 
minutes out of your busy day to look over the information.  Any contributions or help is much 
appreciated. Please feel free to email me, Ms. Montei, Katherine.montei@lok12.org with any 
questions. 

Incentive Donation Sign Up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b45a5a72aa13-getcaught1 

Volunteering Sign Up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b45a5a72aa13-waldon4  

Thanks in advance for your help and support 
 
Boost knowledge and skills to help your child read for meaning 
Reading for meaning involves more than understanding the words on a page. Students also 
need to be able to identify the main idea and draw inferences (use evidence in the text to make 
conclusions that aren’t directly stated). Many middle schoolers struggle with these tasks. 
To strengthen your child’s reading comprehension skills, help her: 

https://lakeorionk12mi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/randall_groya_lok12_org/EfZ_5Xq8YHtEusXpOJT-mg0BEtfbVxe76ywbGTVysZnQ9g?e=uToPpo
mailto:Katherine.montei@lok12.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b45a5a72aa13-getcaught1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b45a5a72aa13-waldon4


 

•Build prior knowledge. Your child’s ability to understand what she reads is linked to what she 
knows before opening the book. Encourage her to read news articles on all kinds of topics. 
Attend exhibits and cultural events as a family. Share your knowledge about places you’ve been 
or things you have experienced, too. 
•Ask questions before reading. Have your child scan the headings, pictures and boldfaced text 
in a reading assignment. What questions do they raise in her mind? As she’s reading, she can jot 
down other questions that come up. When she’s finished reading, can she answer her 
questions? 
•Enlarge her vocabulary. Encourage your child to write down new words she encounters, along 
with their meanings. 
•Increase fluency. Reading faster and more easily aids understanding. Look for brief articles 
that will interest your child, and time her as she reads. Then challenge her to read at a faster 
pace and still grasp the main idea. 
Source: M. Pressley, “Comprehension Instruction: What Works” Reading Rockets, niswc.com/read-meaning. 
 
Make study time count 
Not all study strategies are equally effective. To help your child prepare for tests, suggest he 
use these research-proven techniques: 
•Self-quizzing. Your child can make uphis own questions, then answer them. 
•Summarizing material in his own words. 
•Studying in multiple short sessions,spaced out over time. 
•Studying a variety of related material(different types of math problems) in asingle session, 
rather than just one type. 
Source: E. Kang, “5 Research-Backed Studying Techniques,” Edutopia, niswc.com/study-tips. 
 
Employ emotions to promote learning 
Emotions play a big role in the way middle schoolers see the world. That’s because the part of 
the adolescent brain that processes emotions matures sooner than the part that handles 
rational thinking. 
To engage your child’s emotions and maximize his ability to learn: 
•Use humor. Middle schoolers love to laugh and make jokes. Encourage your child to find funny 
cartoons, GIFs or videos about what he’s learning. 
•Link learning to life. Adolescents tend to think the world revolves around them. So, help your 
child relate to what he’s learning. If he’s studying the Revolutionary War, ask him to think about 
a time he felt like revolting against authority. 
•Put imagination to work. Ask him questions like, “What would it have felt like to be with 
Washington at Valley Forge?” 
Source: T. Armstrong, Ph.D., “Maximize the Power of the Middle School Brain,” MiddleWeb, niswc.com/mid_brain. 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 



 

Mar. 4 Role Model Breakfast  
Mar. 8 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
Mar. 9 PTO Meeting 7:00pm 
Mar. 12 Incoming 6th Grade 

Orientation 
6:30pm 

Mar. 13 ½ Day for Students Dismissal @ 10:25am 
Mar. 18 and 19 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:00-6:00pm 
Mar. 19 ½ Day for Students Dismissal @ 10:25am 
Mar. 27 PJ Day ($1)  
Mar 30-Apr. 3 SPRING BREAK 

NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS 
 

 
Have a great week!! 
Randy Groya, Principal 
 
Included in this email are attachments of upcoming events and information. We will also post 
this information on our website at https://www.lakeorionschools.org/waldon-middle-school 

Events for the Week of March 2-6 
 
Monday 
Volleyball @ Oxford (Blue)  4:00pm 
 
Wednesday 
Role Model Breakfast 
Volleyball vs Pontiac 4:00pm 
 
Thursday 
Wrestling @ Avondale  4:00pm 
 
Friday 
Spirit Day: Camouflage Day 

https://www.lakeorionschools.org/waldon-middle-school

